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CALIGULA'S RADIATE CROWN

Brooks Emmons Levy

In SM 28/110, 1978, 39-44, H.-M. von Kaenel advanced a new interpretation of
the dupondii issued by Gaius (Caligula) whose obverse type is a radiate head of
Augustus, and whose reverse shows a togate figure, holding branch and globe, seated
in a curule chair1. It has usually been assumed that the seated figure on the reverse,
like the obverse portrait, represents Divus Augustus, or rather a statue of him voted by
the three constituent bodies of the Roman state; the reverse legend, «By Common
Consent of the Senate, Knights, and Roman People», has been explained as a
reference to this honor2.

1 BMC I, 160/88-92; RIC I2. 112/56. Attribution of the issue to Gaius'reign now seems
certain: see H. Chantraine, Die antiken Fundmünzen von Neuss. Novaesium VIII (1982) 20-21.
The obverse legend is DIWS-AVGVSTVS, S - C, that of the reverse CONSENSV«
SENAT ET • EQ. ORDIN • P • Q. R.

2 See von Kaenel, loc. cit., 43 note 24. The description of it as a statue (BMC I, cxlvii)
apparently goes back to I. Eckhel, Doctrina Numorum Veterum VI2 (1828) 126.
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