
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1933)

Heft: 630

Rubrik: News from the Colony

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte
an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei
den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Siehe Rechtliche Hinweise.

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les

éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. Voir Informations légales.

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. See Legal notice.

Download PDF: 31.03.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=en


November 18th, 1933. THE SWISS OBSERVEE. 1846

luis always been regarded as one of the safest
countries.

Here is a thought I would like you to assimi-
late. If it were not that investors made huge
capital losses, the capital system could not last.
1 must explain this. In last Saturday's Evening
Post there was a calculation that if one of the
Medici family in the 14th century invested £100,000
in safe security and left it at 5% compound
interest, to-day it would be worth £517,000,000,000
(Five hundred and seventeen thousand million
pounds) which is equal to 46 times the amount of
gold there is to-day in the world. If investors
(lid not lose, if every investment were successful,
thousands of times more gold than the world can
produce would be needed. The indirect advantages
of investment are enormous. There is another
advantage to a country. England to-day has
£2,000,006,000 in investments. There is another
advantage to the community, a rather mixed ad-
vantage in so far as it perpetrates the growth of a
leisure class. I suppose most of the culture-, most
of the great works of the world in existence in
the civilised world which you would not have if
you had not a leisured money class. Morally it
may not be correct.

The standard of living which exists in Eng-
land is only rendered possible because so and so
many million pounds of goods come into the coun
try by way of tribute. We now come to the
dangerous subject of interest. If I made a spade
and gave it to a man and said, " You are to give
me 1/10 of what you produce," that may be reason-
able. It is legitimate that one class can receive
tribute for a certain time. Tribute comes over
in wheat, hides, copper, etc. But it does not
belong to the nation, it belongs to Lord so and so.

I wished that these gentlemen were here to-night.
They do not know how things they get come over.
I was coaching a son of a Lord and he confessed
to me, that although lie was the son of a banker,
he had never seen a coupon, until I showed him
one. These lords, etc., have gamekeepers, make
jewellers busy, build yachts, and are thus handing
over some of that wealth to these people. People
say what a wicked thing that Argentine only buys
from us £20,000,000 and we buy £40,000,00(1 from
them. What are the disadvantages to the greater
country. Sometimes it causes political trouble.
In the event of political troubles you can easily
cause dislike with money-lenders. There are
therefore, disadvantages even to the investing
countries, as well as to the borrowing countries.

You get a lot of corruption. If a million is
lent to a country, the country does hot get that
amount.

Another thing it encourages a higher standard
of living m the younger country. They do not
realise that the money coming in, is borrowed.
In conclusion, and this takes me live minutes,
whereas a clergyman takes a quarter of an hour.
1 am not saying that the working class are getting
adequate incomes. There are too many parasites.
20% of the population live on foreign investment.
Our economic and social structure is built up on
the basis of tribute. This country has a popula-
tion of 44,000,000 and a million added on to it
every year. 80% live in towns and only 20% in
the country. We import 60% of our food require-
ments. We can only do it because so much comes
in in tribute. Every country that is prosperous
has an unfavourable balance of trade. It is an
idiocy to call a passive trade balance unfavour-
able. Germany had a favourable trade balance
of £5,000,000. England has £4,000,000,000 invested
abroad which brought an income of £175,000,000
last year. What is going to happen until we
resume active lending abroad? Until we start
investments abroad you will not be getting a
revival. Is there some hope of this happening if
all new countries get developed? Will they con-
tinue? There is China which has 275,000,000
inhabitants, 1/5 of the human race lives therefore
in China. The channels of international invest-
ment must get restarted. Then Europe may again
be in for prosperity, sanity and different peoples.
Ulitmately the world will have to come to some
form of international socialism.

Tt would have been much better if all the war
debts had been cancelled, but as this has not been
the case the whole of commerce and the whole of
the business contract should be maintained.
There comes a point when the debtor cannot pay
the creditor, and the latter must agree to some
form of arrangement. It would have been better
if they all had been paid.

In this country we have the absurd spectacle
of hearing that we are better off than any other
nation in the world and the next day we tell
America that we cannot pay. We do not get
richer by making our neighbour poorer. There
is no question of over-production until the last
man -and woman in China and Tndia has more
wheat, more of everything.

A very interesting and animated discussion
ensued in which many members took part.

The Chairman, Mr, A. Steinmann, proposed
a hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer for his
able, instructive and interesting lecture.

W.B.

CK's CORNER.

Cantate Mihi Canticum Novum.

The search after something new is un-
doubtediy one of the dominant features of the age
and although it has the advantage of stimulating
thought and promoting initiative, it has this dis-
advantage that the supply may be unable to cope
with the demand.

This dilemma is encountered in many phases
of our existence but to-day I wish to consider its
effect in connection with the development of the
Cinema. Although the early films show evidence
of considerable effort, when compared with
modern works they are artless and naive.
Generally they were short sketches of a humorous
nature gradually evolving into stories of greater
length and more ambitious character until we had
the serial film of the type of " The Clutching
Hand " anil " Fantomas."

The greatest revolution was when the 'movies'
gave way to the 'talkies' and although it is only a
short time since the silent film had to retire more
or less gracefully before the film parlant or film
sonore, as they were called, everyone can remem-
ber the controversy which arose as to their rela-
tive values. As usual, wheu something new is
introduced, all the forces of reaction rose up in
stubborn wrath. New technique soon called for
new material and producers started to adapt books
and plays to the screen, and now we have the same
story appearing concurrently as a book, a play and
a film.

It is of interest to compare the results, for it
does not follow necessarily that the same features
lend themselves equally to success under these
three different forms.

" Grand Hotel " is a recent and good example
and personally I consider that in order of merit,
the play was the most successful, then the film and
lastly the book.

it would take too long to examine in detail
the reasons for this opinion, but it is obvious that
so far as the play and the film are concerned the
casting is a very important factor.

In " Dinner at Eight " we had both a success-
lui play and a successful film, although the two
end differently, in the play, the audience is left
to interpret the ending as it will, whereas, in the
lilm a solution is presented for the troubles of
each group of characters.

In " David Golder " the film kept closely to
tlie story of the book from which it took its title
and both were a success.

New methods of technique have influenced
subsequent films. When René Clair astonished
and delighted the world with " Le Million," his
ideas were immediately copied.

When the Germans and especially the
Russians introduced the method of what we may
call " Mechanical visualisation," producers pro-
ceeded in and out of season to show us wheels
going round to visualise motion, flashing railway
lines to visualise speed and distance and all the
other kaleidoscopic effects which have become such
a bore.

1 call them kaleidoscopic effects, because it
seems to me that the producers have merely
adopted this ancient device to the films and then
proceeded to tell the world how modern they are.

With the policy of frequent change of pro-
gramme in the big Cinemas and the clamour for
something new, the demand lias speedily outgrown
the supply.

Immediately someone had an idea which
proved acceptable and popular, it was seized upon
by numerous imitators.

Thus the ambulatory singing of Lilian Harvey
in M Congress Dances " has been copied ad
nauseam, until we have had to suffer the latest
ineptitude of " Adorable."

Fortunately, although the public is long
suffering, there are limits to its credulity and
patience ; by accident, I was present at a remark-
able and spontaneous manifestation and witnessed
that rare event of a film being hissed off the screen.

This occurred on the occasion of the repre-
sentation of the " Monarch with 365 wives " which
turned out to be an adaptation of Pierre Louy's
book " Les Aventures du Roi Pausole."

Now the book would undoubtedly be classed
as category A, if I may so express myself, but in
spite of this, it is a remarkably clever and subtle,
though fantastic satire on certain aspects of
modern life. The adapters had turned this satire
into a low comedy of the broadest and most
blatant type, and after the Censor had finished,
is hardly surprising that the film fell flat and
appeared to be the height of inanity to an audience
of whom probably few had read, or even heard of,
the original story.

The entire spirit of the book was destroyed
by introducing a scene on a yacht, while the page
Giglio, who, in the story might have stepped
straight out of the tales of Boccaccio, is turned
into what can only be described as a modern and
rather vulgar Gigolo.

Another field with great opportunities but in
which the producer seems to delight in striking
the wrong note is the propaganda film, and in this
connection I need only refer to one which has been
shown recently, entitled " Damaged Lives " and
which, by striking too earnestly to obtain a certain
effect and point a moral, has fallen from the sub-
lime to the ridiculous, and by the very excess of
its serious endeavour has laid itself open to
criticism.

In one part of the film, a doctor is supposed
to be showing to a young man a number of
patients. Note that the young man has come to
the clinic in the ordinary way.

Now never, even in a city of the size of New
York or London, would it be possible to have
present on any particular day, except by combing
the hospitals throughout the length and breadth
of the land, such a marvellous collection of cases
as was shown in the instance to which I refer. —

Another class which has become popular
recently and which is served up in a variety of
ways is the animal series.

1 do not refer merely to those films showing
Christians being chewed up by lions in a more or
less realistic fashion, but to the numerous films
which are intended to portray, by means of the
telescopic lens, the habits of various wild animals,
not to speak of monsters of the deep. In connec-
tion with this subject, I would like to draw atten-
tion to the influence of the Cinema on real life,
for since the cinema has brought the sport of
tunny fishing to the notice of the public, this
pastime has become fashionable off the East Coast
of England and only a few weeks ago I saw the
necessary equipment advertised in one of our big
stores.

The vogue for animal films has lead the pro-
duc-er to transport the subject into the realm of
fantasy arid the result is to be seen in " King
Kong." Although the story is frankly impossible,
the technical wizardry is simply marvellous ; the
scenes in the forest were extraordinary and the
sight of Kong slinging aeroplanes about from the
top of the Empire State Building, was so exciting
that, one lust all interest in the fate of the unfor-
tunate heroine. I suppose that we shall be inun-
dated with a series of similar films as soon as the
studios have mastered the technical difficulties.
The inevitable search after new material has not
only had an adverse reaction on the choice of
subject but also on the evolution of the individual
star.

Marlene Dietrich in her latest film is a
striking example.

The story is futile and Dietrich is disappoint-
ing. Marlene may be a charming young woman,
but if she makes any claims to be an actress, she
must do more than change her dress at frequent
intervals and stand in poses reminiscent of her
previous successes. The " Song of Songs " is
weak in construction and poor in execution, and
I can sympathize with the critic who said that he
was devoutedly thankful wheu Marlene at last
destroyed the ubiquitous statue.

There are many wonderful films, but as long
as the public requires a frequent change of pro-
gramme, the studios will be obliged to go on pro-
during at all costs and in the meantime we shall
have inflicted upon us imitations of successful in-
novations and as soon as ever the latest idea begins
to pall the eternal cry will be heard once more

Cantate mihi canticum novum.

NEWS FROM THE COLONY.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Il est rappelé aux intéressés que le Banquet
Annuel et Bal aura lieu vendredi prochain, le 24
novembre à Grosvenor House, sous la Présidence
d'Honneur de notre Ministre, Monsieur C. R.
Paravicini.

Le Comité a fait un sérieux effort cette année
en vue d'abréger les discours autant que possible
et cette soirée s'annonce des plus agréable. Un
menu étudié avec beaucoup de soin, l'orchestre
Colombo et pardessus tout, l'atmosphère
patriotique lui assurerqnt le succès qu'elle mérite.

A vous chers lecteurs, d'en profiter en vous
inscrivant jusqu'au mardi 21 novembre auprès
d'un membre du Comité ou de Monsieur I». F.
Boeliringer, 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.

SÖLDATENSTUBE-MAISON DE SOLDATS.

The London Colony is greatly favoured by a
visit of Frau Else Züblin-Spiller of Zürich, the
founder of the above institution, which every
Swiss citizen, mobilised during 1914/18, has so
much appreciated. This lady's great organising
tali nt has since 1919 been devoted to the Schweizer
Yerband Volksdienst, and the Lantern. Lecture
which will he given by our distinguished visitor on
Saturday (25tli inst.) at 5.45 p. m. at the Foi/er
»S'umc, under the: Presidency of the Swiss Mini-
ster, M. C. R. Paravicini, should prove of quite
exceptional interest to every Swiss in London.

C.B.
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AU FOYER SUISSE.

Samedi dernier, dans l'après-midi, une
quarantaine de " vieux " de notre colonie, ayant
répondu à l'invitation du Comité du Foyer Suisse,
étaient réunis à 15, Upper Bedford Place, pour
un thé copieux sous la présidence de M. C.
Bertschinger, Secrétaire honoraire.

C'était la troisième rencontre semblable de
cette année et comme les précédentes, elle se
déroula dans un esprit d'entente parfait et dans
une atmosphère de joie et de gaité qui contrastait
heureusement avec l'âge de la plupart des partici-
pants. Nos vieillards ont su conserver un coeur
jeune et vibrant et les souvenirs du pays ne se sont
pas effacés de leur mémoire malgré les longues
années d'absence; ils nous l'ont montré en
s'associant avec entrain aux chants suisses dont
la musique et les paroles leur étaient encore
famillières.

La Secrétaire Sociale du Foyer et les pasteurs
des églises avaient prêté leur concours, ainsi que
quelques jeunes gens des Unions et un groupe de
jeunes lilies qui agrémentèrent l'après-midi, à la
joie de tous, de productions heureusement choisies
et fort bien exécutées.

Nous avons pensé qu'il valait la peine de

porter à la connaissance de la colonie cette nou-
velle activité sociale du Foyer. Le succès de
ces rencontres est un encouragement pour les
initiateurs et les organisateurs qui, nous a-t-on
dit, sont déterminés à les continuer à intervalles
réguliers.

PERSONAL.

We deeply regret to inform our readers of
the passing away of Mme. Arthur Baume, née
Wrangham on Friday, November 10th, at 209,
Sandgate Road, Folkestone.

-X- * *
The numerous friends of Mr. H. Türler, of

18, Broughton Avenue, Finchley, N.3., will
sympathise with him, in the loss which he has
sustained, in the passing away of his distinguished
father, Professor Dr. H. Türler in Berne, at the
age of 72.

* * *
Madame H. Bingguely was successfully opera-

ted upon for appendicitis last Wednesday morn-
ing. The operation was performed by Dr. Rast
at the German Hospital. On behalf of her many
friends we wish her a speedy recovery.

THE ACADEMY CINEMA.

The next film at the Academy Cinema, 165,
Oxford Street, will be "La Maternelle" in French
and will start this week.

La Maternelle as its name implies, deals with
events taking place in an Infants' School and has
been adapted from Leon Frappié's well-Known
work of the same name.

Madeleine Renaud plays the principal charac-
ter, that of Rose, an orphan who goes to work in
the School as an Under-Nurse.

With the exception of the Superintendent,
the doctor, and the Head Nurse, the remainder of
the cast are children, and the performance of one
small girl, Marie around whom the story centres,
is not easily forgotten. It would be a mistake
to tell the story, but this film should on no account
be missed by those who like something different
from the ordinary run of would be comic or sen-
sational films.

The subject has been handled very delicately
and successfully, since what is a particularly
pathetic story might easily have degenerated into
sloppy sentimentality.

It is not a humorous film, but as a study of
child psychology, it will be hard to beat.

cfc.

FOOTBALL.
12th November, 1933.

NATIONAL LEAGUE.

Grasshoppers 2 Nordstern ....0
Zürich 0 Blue Stars 4
Concordia 2 Young Fellows 0
Young Boys 1 Basel 1

Lugano 1 Locarno 0
Urania 0 Bern 1
Biel 0 Servette 2
Lausanne 5 Chaux-de-Fonds 2

FIRST LEAGUE.

Etoile Ch. de F 3 Carouge 3
Solothurn 1 Fribourg 2
Cantonal 1 Grenchen 0
Kreuzlingen 2 St. Gallen 2
Seebach 0 Juventus 5
Aarau 4 Winterthur 1

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^

I TASTE THE FRUIT! |

VrutamyN'
REG'D.

CHOCOLATES
IN 2oz., Jib. &. Hb. CARTONS

AT 3D. 6D. & 1/- EACH
14 VARIETIES

S
1

ALSO

CHOCOLATE TABLETS
IN MANY FLAVOURS
at 3d. & 6d. per packet.

SPECIFIC GUARANTEE OF PURITY
WITH ALL OUR PRODUCTS.

I C. KUNZLE LTD., FIVE WAYS, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND.

I LONDON ßß MNCN — / 0 /, ßßGßNT STREßT, IF. /.
s (MV ÄE onra/vED ar axx 4T HJGU-CIJ&Î covF^crrov^JîS. s
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SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
Company Ztmited èy «STiar« incorporated in tftoitecrZand)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
«nd 11c, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
Reserves - - £2,120,000
Deposits - - £44,000.000

All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

: Correspondents in a// :

: parts of f/ie WorW.

YOY
YO f/B

ÄFT&Sf TO

/o

Swiss Observer

Jlf/£C£ZXAlV£0(/5 A£> VER77SEME7VTS

Not exceeding 3 lines Per insertion. 2/6 ; three insertions 5/-

Postage extra on replies addressed e/o «Suites Observer

" ABSOLUTE COMFORT at Regency House, 10,
Redcliffe Street, Kensington, S.W.10. Phone
Flaxman 6129. Sunny corner house divan bed-
sitting rooms, good breakfasts, bath, electric light,
etc., from 18/6 per week, near buses and tube."

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Saturday, November 18th, at 6.30 p.m. — Swiss
Y.M.C.A. — Social - Lantern - Lecture on
" Scandinavia " — at 15, Upper Bedford
Place, Russell Square, W.C.I. (Everybody
cordially invited).

Friday, November 24th — City Swiss Club —
Annual Banquet and Ball at the Grosvenor
House, Park Lane, W.l.

Saturday, November 25th, at 5.45 p.m. — Public
Lecture with Lantern-slides given by
Mrs. Elsie Zublin-Spiller, (Founder of the
Soldatenstu.be) on Soldatenwolil-Volksdienst,
at the Foyer Suisse, 15, Upper Bedford Place,
W.C. Monsieur C. R. Paravicini, the Swiss
Minister will be in the Chair.

Monday, November 27th, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. —
Swiss Culinary Association Grand Ball — at
the Union Helvetia Club, 1, Gerrard Place,
W.l.

Thursday, November 30th — 8.30 p.m. to 2 a. m.
Schweizerbund (Swiss Club) : Fancy Dress
Ball — at 74, Charlotte Street W.l. (Admis-
sion 2/-).

Wednesday, December 6th, at 7.30 p.m. — Société
de Secours Mutuels — Monthly Meeting at
74, Charlotte Street, W.l.

Friday, December 15th — College of the Swiss
Mercantile Society Ltd. — Students' Annual
Banquet and Ball at the Princes Galleries,
Piccadilly, W.

MODERN TRACED

CONTINENTAL EMBROIDERIES

A. N. I. LTD., 227, BROMPTON ROAD, 8.W.3
London's most modern Embroidery and Knitting Shop

diiiiiHiiii!!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii£

Telephone Numbers :

MUSEUM 4302 (Visitors)
MUSEUM 7055 (OjScr)

Telegrams : SOUFFLE
WESDO, LONDON

"Ben faranno i Pagani.
Puryaterto C. any. Dante
"Venir se ne dee giû
tra' miei Meschini."
Dante. Pn/urno, C. aœvlt.

over 50 Years.

I PAGANI'S I

I RESTAURANT 1

I GREAT PORTLAND ST., LONDON, W.l. |
LINDA MESCHINI 1

ARTHUR MESCHINI I Proprietor«.

*llimilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllK:

^Divine Senucee.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762).
(Langue française).

79, Entfell Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street).

Dimanche, le 19 Novembre, 11h. — M, R. Desaules
6.3ûh. — M. R. Hoffmann-de Visme.
7.301i. — Répétition du Choeur.

Dimanche, le 26 Novembre, 6.30h. Culte spécial
avec représentants du Groupe d'Oxford, de
Suisse et d'Angleterre. Invitation à chacun.

Le Pasteur Hoffmann-de Visme reçoit le Mercredi
de 11 heures à midi 30, à l'église, 79, Eiulell
Street, W.C.2., et après les cultes. S'adresser
à lui pour tout ce qui concerne les baptêmes,
mariages, instructions religieuses etc. Pour
rendez-vous particuliers, ou autre chose, télé-
phoner à Archway 1798, ou écrire à 102,
Hornsey Lane, N.6.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschsprachige Gemeinde).

St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

Sonntag, den 19. November 1933.

11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst und Sonntag-
schule.
7 Uhr abends, Gottesdienst.
8 Uhr, Chorprobe.

Anfragen wegen Religions-bezw. Confirmanden-
stunden und Amtshandlungen sind erbeten
an den Pfarrer der Gemeinde : C. Th. Hahn,
43, Priory Road, Bedford Park, W.4 (Tele-
phon : Chiswick 4156). Sprechstunden :

Dienstag 12-2 Uhr in der Kirche; Mittwoch
5-6 Uhr im " Foyer Suisse."

Printed for the Proprietors, by The Frederick Printing Co.,
Ltd., at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.
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