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HOME NEWS

(Compiled by courtesy of the following contem-
poraries: National Zeitung, Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, St. Galler Tagblatt, Vaterland and
Tribune de Geneve).

FEDERAL.
SWITZERLAND AND GOLD.

The report of the Swiss Nationad Bank con
tains an interesting declaration of faith in the
gold standard, pointing out that, in spite of the
departure of England and other countries from
this standard, the conviction still rern
shaken that gold provides the best basis for a
currency system. Before it can be re-adopted by
those countries which have given it up, there must
be a return to economic and financial stability.

The Swiss National Bank has freely accepted
and converted into gold the foreign exchange
which has flowed into it as a result of the flight
fcapital from abroad and the repatriation of
ss funds from foreign countries, the policy of
the bank in this connection having been influenced
by uncertainty as to the outcome of America’s
plans for currency expansion and the like. Those
countries which maintained a stable curreney had
not only to assure a sufficient cover for their notes,
but also a reserve against the event of their en-
gagements in terms of gold being withdrawn.

The bank’s gold holdings abroad, which had
already been considerably reduced. in 1931, were
further brought down from Frs.82%,008,000 to Frs.
247,000,000 in 1932. Incidentally, the holding of
gold currencies in the hands of the bank was re-
duced from Frs.103,030,000 to Frs.86,620,000 and
consists exclusively of French franes and United
States dollars.

The extent to which the Swiss note circula-
tion was kept at its high level by demands for
hoarding purposes, and not owing to any requir
ment for normal commercial purposes, is illustra-
ted by the fact that the proportion of notes of
denominations of Frs.500 and Frs.1,000 — ob-
viously not in circulation — rose from 37 per cent.
to 39 per cent.

BASLE FAIR.

The Federal Council has delegated M. Schul-
thess, President of the Swiss Confederation, to
represent the Government at the opening of the
Basle Fair.

REDUCTION OF STAFF OF THE SWISS FEDERAL
RAILWAYS,

The personel of the Swiss Federal Railways
at the end of January 1933 numbers 31,875 em-
ployees, or 1 less than at the same period in
1932. By reducing the staff the administration
has thus saved an amount of about 9 million
francs. At the end of 1920 the Swiss Federal
Railways employed altogether 40,828 persons,
which proved to be a record; since then 8,000 em-
ployees have been either pensioned off, or received
notice, being the equivalent of 20 per cent. of the
whole staff appointment. These reductions of
staff were necessary owing to the decline of goods
and passenger traffic.

NEW SWISS MOTOR ROAD.

Plans are being made in Switzerland for the
construction of a tunnel between the Hinterrhein
and San Bernadino, in the Messoco valley, to
carry a motor road under the San Bernadino pass,
which becomes blocked in winter, thus making it
possible for traffic to continue between Chur and
Bellinzona. Under the same scheme the road be-
tween Thusis and Hinterrhein will be improved
and widened. All the road lies in Swiss territory.
The new motor road will be of exceptional impor
tance, as it shortens the distance between Milan
and Munich by 216 kilometres (I35 miles), the
distance of 772 kilometres between these two towns
via the Brenner pass and Innsbruck being reduced
to 556 kilometres via Lindau (on the Lake of Con-
stance), Chur, San Bernadino and Chiasso.

NICOLE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE FEDERAL
COURTS.

The trial against L. Nicole, who was arrested
in connection with the Geneva riots, has begun
on the 21st of this month at Lausanne.

LOCAL.
ZURICH.

An accident happened at the Aerodrome in
Diibendorf costing the life of a passenger. The
pilot M. Gemeinhardt, a Hungarian subject, set
out on a flight with M. Weinmann from Zurich
on a Klemm-Hirth machine, when after reaching
the height of about 20m. the Aeroplane suddenly
nose dived and crashed, causing the instantaneous
death of the passenger. The pilot received serious
injuries.  An investigation has been opened by
Major Bethge, Manager of the Aerodrome.

LUCERNE.

Mlle. Aloisa Siiss from Romerswil has cele-
brated her hundredth birthday anniversary in the
best of health.

* ox o=
M. Bernhard Felder, editor of the ‘¢ Luzerner
Tagblatt *’ has died at the age of 58. He was a
prominent personality in Swiss journalistic
circles.
BERNE.

The Federal Council has appointed Prof. Dr.
Jakob Seiler from Merishausen, Professor of
Zoology at the Federal Technical University in
Zurich, in succession to Prof. Kiipfer who has
retired from his post. Prof Seiler is at present
Professor at the University at Munich, where he
enjoys a great reputation.

BASLE.

The new-keeper of the archives of the canton
of Basle has been nominated in the person of Dr.
Paul Roth. Dr. Roth studied at the Universities
Basle, Geneva, Munich, Paris and Florence, and
is considered to be an authority on heraldry.

GENEVA.

The cantonal government has issued a circular
to their personel, informing them, that no member
of the administration must belong to the com-
munist party. Those who are at present members
of the party, will have tc¢ decide by the end of next
month, whether they will remain in the admini-
stration, or whether they will still pay allegiance
to their party.

APPENZELL A. Rh.

The death occurred at Herisau, of M. Ernst
Diem, Chief partner in the firm Diem & Oswald,
paper Merchants in Herisau. The deceased was
for many years a member of the Kantonsrat.

AARGAU.
The historical mill 'in Kaisten, which dates
from the year 1789 has been partly destroyed by
fire.

The death is veported from Liestal of M.
Heinrvich Buser, for many years Manager of the
Basellandschaftlichen Hypothekenbank.

VAUD.

An epidemic of fires has been reported from
Lausanne, no less than five outbreaks have taken
place in 3 days, it is feared that a maniac is at
work, and the police has made extensive investiga-
tions.

= *

The town Councils of Lausanne opens its
deliberation with a short prayer. A member of
the Council proposed, that this practice should
be discontinued, whereupon a young town coun-
cillor protested as follows :

* The customary prayer which has been ren-
dered by the President for centuries, may be for
many of my colleagues merely a matter of form
or tradition, if this is the opinion of the majority,
then the sooner we stop it the better. But if my
fellow councillors, like myself, believe that our
prayer for God’s help and guidance will be an-
swered, then we must stick to it. If you do not
believe in the Divine blessing, let those amongst
you, who are willing to receive it, be the bene-
ficiaries, they will come to no harm.” —

(Brave words uttered in a serious time.— Ed.

FOOTBALL.

19th February, 1933.
NATIONAL LEAGUE.

X 3 Young Fellows 1
3 Concordia .3
Basel { Chaux-de-Fonds .0
Nordstern .5 Aaraun pell
Servette 1 Young Boys o |
Lugano 1 Carouge .0
Lausanne 4 Blue Stars .
Urania v Biel ...Postponed

FIRST LEAGUE.

1111733 1 0 Old Boys ... 0
Oerlikon .2 Briihl .3
Bellinzona .0 Locarno .
St. Gallen 4 Seebach <.
Bern Bozingen .0
Solothurn .1 Etoile Chude.F. .2
Olten Racing .1
Montreux Grenchen .postponed

Everything according to plan. The clubs in
the National League maintain their places in the
tables. Any hopes Carouge and Aarau may have
had of ‘ better times * in the second half of the
season are not realised and both clubs are now
rather more than possible relegation candidates.

Bern goes to the top in the First League,
group West, followed by Grenchen and Racing,
all with 16 points. In Group East, Locarno lead,
2 points ahead of St. Gallen (14) Briihl (13 and a
game in hand) and Winterthnr and Seebach (12
pts.) St. Gallen have their chance next Sunday,
when they are due to meet Locarno on the ground
of 1. . Luzern., Do not laugh, kind reader. I
am quite prepared for the Green/Whites to let
me down again, but you never can tell! Hope
still makes my heart beat faster and to my shame
Le it recorded, this time it is sheer club
fanaticism !

M.G.

EMPLOI DE LA TROUPE LORS DES
EVENEMENTS DU 9 NOVEMBRE 1932 A
GENEVE.

Eaposé du Département militaire fédéral,

sur la base de Uenquéte de la justice militaire.

Le mercredi 9 novembre 1932, vers midi, le
Conseil ’Etat du canton de Genéve demanda par
téléphone au Département militaire tédéral qu’on
mit  sa disposition 1’école de reerues dinfanterie
No L11/1, en service a Lausanne, pour maintenir
lordre et la tranquillité lors de la démonstration
prévue pour le 9 novembre au soir. Cette requéte
tut agréée, aprés que le Chef du Département
militaire en eut conféré avec les membres du Con-
seil fédéral présents & Berne.  Peu apres midi, le
Conseil d’Etat en fut informé, en méme temps
quon lui indiquait les conditions auxquelles
I'école de recrues était mise a sa disposition. Le
9 novembre, le Département militaire fédéral con-
firmait cet éntretien téléphonique au Conseil
A’Etat par une lettre dont voici la teneur :

“* Dans le courant de la matinée, nous avons
eu divers entretiens au téléphone avee M. le con-
seiller (’Etat Martin, Président du Gouverne-
ment, qui nous a fait part du désir exprimé par le
Gouvernement genevois de pouvoir disposer, pour
un service d’ordre A exécuter a Geneve, dans la
soirée du 9 novembre 1932, de I'école de recrues
I11/1 actuellement aun service sur la place de
Lausanne.

Nous n'avons pas manqué, a cette occasion,
de rendre M. le conseiller d’Etat Martin attentit
A linconvénient qu’il y a de mettre & la disposi-
tion d’un gouvernement cantonal une troupe en
service fédéral.

La demande présentée au nom de votre
Gouvernement n’en ayant pas moins été main-
tenue, nous avons consenti A mettre ’éeole de
recrues en question i votre disposition, et tous
les ordres nécessaires ont 6été immédiatement
donnés pour que cette troupe arrive a temps @@
Geneve.

Ladite école a été mise & votre disposition en
ce sens que le Conseil A’Etat assignera a Dofficier
qui la commande une tiche clairement définie,
mais dont Pexécution incombera & ce commandant
exclusivement, sans restriction d’aucune sorte, lui
seul étant juge des moyens a employer pour
remplir la mission qui lui est confiée, Il est
entendu aussi que dés qu’elle ne vous sera plus
nécessaire, cette troupe sera remise a la disposi-
tion du Conseil fédéral.

Veuillez agréer, etc.

Département militaire fédéral,
(Signé) MINGER.”

Le colonel Lederrey, commandant de 1’école
de recrues de Lausanne, re¢ut par téléphone
Tordre de se rendre immédiatement & Genéve avec
Pécole et de se mettre & la disposition du Conseil
d’Etat. I’6école de recrues, forte de 30 officiers
(instructeurs et de troupe) et 580 sous-officiers et
soldats, partit de Lausanne a 16 h. 30, par train
spécial, et arriva a Genéve & 17h. 30. Le départ
s’exécuta avec quelque retard parce que la IIle
compagnie se trouvait non pas & Lausanne, mais
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