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MITTELHOLZER & TSCHIFFELI
at

St. Georges Hall.

The last Film Show of 1935 of the Nouvelle
Société Helvétique took place ou Saturday, at St.
Georges Hall, Tottenham Court Road, and, as
usual, both performances registered a " full
house."

It is not often that the Swiss Colony in Lon-
don has the opportunity to be addressed, from the
same platform, by two such famous men as
Walter Mittelholzer and A. F. Tschiffeli.

Both are equally famous in their individual
spheres ; they have spread the name of Swiss en-
terprise, courage and tenacity far beyond the
frontiers of our country. —

Men like these kindle the flames of adventure
in the hearts of young and old alike, and recall
in us the famous deeds of our forefathers ; and
give us proof that this spirit is still alive. Nowa-
days, one is apt to judge the standard of courage
principally by deeds performed on battlefields,
there is, however, equal glory to be allotted to
those who penetrate foreign lands and regions on
a more peaceful mission; true enough they do not
have to face guns, tanks and poison gas, but they
have to battle with a more formidable enemy, who
is equally unmerciful in his fury, they have to
stand up against the tempests of nature. They
face death just as surely and bravely as those
who are hurled against each other on a bloody
battlefield. —

We have to thank the Nouvelle Société Hei-
vétique for this welcome opportunity to pay our
tribute to our countrymen who will both occupy
in the history of our country a honoured place. —

M. A. F. Suter, the energetic and enthusiastic
President of the N.S. H. opened the performance
with a short address; previously, as a sort of
OMterturc, Mr. M. T. Newman, gave us a selection
of gramophone records from his large repertoire
of Swiss Folk tunes. —

M. A. F. Tschiifeli, who leaped to fame
through his book " Southern Cross to Pole Star "
was the first to address the audience. For those
of our readers, who have not yet made the
acquaintance of our celebrated countryman, we
repeat a few biographical notes which we have
published previously in the »Swiss Observer.

M. Tschiifeli is a mpipber of an old Swiss
family, which has been settled in Neuville, — the
lovely little town, which still keeps its mediaeval
character, on the slopes of the Jura mountains —
for two centuries ; and since then has played an
honoured part — as the municipal records show
— in the life of the town. Another branch of the
family settled in Berne.

Aimé Tschiifeli left Switzerland at an early
age, and was at school for some years in Malvern.
He lived in England for a few adventurous years,
playing professional football, boxing proles-
sionally, and " living dangerously " in general.

Later on he emigrated to the Argentine,
where a branch of the family had settled some

years before. Here lie became a schoolmaster
principally because of his unusual ability for Ian-

guages, but his heart was in the open reaches of
the pampas rather than in the crowded city. All
his long holidays he spent roaming alone in the
wilds with a horse, and he grew particularly fond
of the breed of horse known as " créole."—

The lecturer described shortly the intinerary
of his long and tedious ride, for which he set out
from Buenos Aires in April, 1925, and which took
him across the plains of the Pampas, then over
the ranges of the Andes and along the coast of
Gliile, through Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia,
Panama, Nicaragua and Mexico to Washington
and New York, where lie received a civic recep-
tion.

The endurance and hardships suffered on the
journey, no pen can describe. The changes of
climate, from tropical heat to icy cold in the dizzy
heights of the Andes ; swamp-ridden country ;

shark-infested rivers ; impenetrable jungles and
malaria-stricken areas ; through revolutionary
Mexico, and along the no less dangerous motoring
roads of the United States.

The lecturer acquired his two horses, the now
famous Mancha and Gato, from an Indian chief.
They were sturdy native breeds of Patagonia,
and, according to the lecturer, were second to
none for endurance, deprivation and tenacity.

M. Tschiffeli set out on his long trial, illustra-
ting his experiences with a collection of exquisite
coloured slides, which were specially made for
him from his own photographs by the American

Geographical Society, to whom lie lectured on his
arrival in New York.

It would be futile for me to attempt giving
a description of the wonderful views thrown on
the screen, but I may say that these slides easily
surpassed anything I had previously seen. A
sunset in the Andes, life in an Indian village ;

hanging bridges across rivers, the mere sight of
which make you shudder, picturesque plains,
rivers of which the lecturer swam at least two
hundred on his journey. Inca ruins which
afforded him great scope for archaeological study.

Through Mexico the lecturer even had an
escort of a troop of cavalry to protect him from
the bandits and revolutionaries, terms which in
Mexico seem to be identical.

M. Tschiifeli went on for over an hour, cover-
ing in that short time a journey that had taken
two years to accomplish. One could have gone
on listening, for the lecture was never tiring as
the lecturer apart from his interesting subject
had a great stock of dry humour to draw upon
as well. —

As an encore, M. Tschiffeli produced a Gen-
tleman who entertained the company with some
amazing rope and lasso tricks.

The prolonged acclamation which was given
to the lecturer was an unmistakable proof of the
enjoyment which the audience had derived from
this lecture.

•a- -i:- *•

The Swiss Minister, Monsieur C. R. Paravicini,
who was accompanied by his two daughters, con-
gratulated the President of the Society on having
been able to fix such splendid " fare " for the
members of the Swiss Colony in London. He
mentioned, amongst much applause, that the
Swiss abroad have every reason to be proud of
the- achievements of their compatriots, to whom
he expressed the gratitude of the company for
having come to lecture to us. —

* * ' %

Amongst great applause Mr. Mittelholzer
then appeared on the platform, he needs but little
biographical introduction because his name has
become a household word at home. We might,
however, mention that he holds the Gold Medal of
the Swiss Aero Club, and those of several foreign
institutions, such as the French and the Austrian
ones, as well as the one of the International
League of Aviators. In addition lie has published
no less than half a score of books, not to mention
his contribution to geographical and flying maga-
zincs. He enjoys a honoured name as a scientist,
as the result of iiis explorations which have
largely contributed to the knowledge of geology,
geography and ethnology. Mr. Mittelholzer is,
of course, also a Director of the famous " Swiss-
air " Co., of Switzerland.

This fearless aviator, who lias during the last
few years flown over the Alps a hundred times in
all varieties of weather and under all conditions,
has also crossed over many continents of the
globe. He took us with the aid of a magnificent
film over the majestic heights of our glorious
Swiss Alps. His journey started from the up-to-
date Aerodrome in Diibendorf. We crossed with
him over the gigantic summits of the Bernese
Oberland, a sight never to be forgotten. We
passed along the Jungfrau, Eiger and Mönch, a

panorama which is unique in its grandeur, deep
down we could see the silvery lakes of Thun and
Brienz, and the inuumerous valleys with their
little streams. Onwards we went towards the
peaks of the Valaisan oiul Gvisonois alps bathed
in golden sunshine, the majestic Monte Rosa, the
imposing Piz Palu, and presently we circled
round the notorious Matterliorn, at an altitude
of over 15,000 feet. This awe inspiring mountain,
which stands quite alone, and not like most moun-
tains, as part of a range, evoked in us memories of
many tragedies, it is undoubtedly one of the most
fascinating mountains. We crossed over the
highest peak in the Swiss Alps, the Dufour
Spitze, we saw hundreds of lovely summits inter-
mingled with large glaciers and mountains of
lesser heights.

Far in the distance we could see the Italian
and Austrian as well as the French Alps, we
passed on the return journey the Mont-Blanc,, a

panorama which makes one gasp for breath. Once
again, we become conscious, why we love this
little country so ardently, and why, although far
from it, our thoughts travel back continuously to
the land ,pf our birth, to that land which is every-
thing to us. —

A second film gave us a vivid demonstration
of what is called " blind flying." We were trans-
ferred into the compartment of the pilot's cabin,
this can no more be termed " the cockpit " resem-
bling more an office bristling with all sorts of
instruments. The best, the most reliable and the
most up-to-date instruments procurable have been
installed. The wireless equipment represents the
very latest as created by the radio technicians,
consisting of a transmitting station, a sound
direction finder and, working on ultra short wave
lengths, an installation for blind landing.

An absolute novelty is provided by the
"Automatic Pilot" which can be put into opera-
tion at will. It is intended to relieve the pilot of
purely manual tasks and is a great help, particu-
larly during long flights. It enables the pilot to
devote himself more to the task of navigation,
whereas in former days the aviator was pilot and
navigator at the same time, now the autqnratqp
takes over the duties at the helm, leaving the pilot
free to study and calculate his course. Air navi-
gation in the abstract and especially navigation
by wireless has become a science in itself. —

* if

Like the previous lecturer, Mr. Mittelholzer
received a hearty ovation at the conclusion of his
interesting nanative.

In my capacity as " official reporter '' to the
Swiss Colony, I have witnessed a good many per-
formances of one kind or another during the last
few years, but seldom have I attended a function
which has pleased me more, than the one of last
Friday, and hearty thanks are due, not only to
the two lecturers, but also to the Nouvelle
Société Helvétique. It was an afternoon well
spent.

»87'.

BANKING IN SWITZERLAND.
By Werner G. J. Knop-Booth.

/I« nfce r.s- J/ ar/«U /(O.
(Co wf in ued).

A third setback was experienced in
June, when prior to the moratorium of the
Banque Commerciale rumours spread about the
difficulties of the bank. The declaration of the
moratorium was then followed by a certain im-
provement in bank share quotations.

No doubt the public has on occasion been
rather too gloomy in its assessment of the bank-
ing position. Even if one takes into account a
maximum of further losses which the joint-stock
banks may sustain from their foreign commit-
ments, there would be still sufficient justification
for a higher share price level. The excessive
pessimism of the public towards bank shares has
had a rather unfortunate reaction on the position
of the banks themselves. By creating additional
distrust m their integrity it only aggravated their
difficulties.

Under the circumstances it was not surpris-
ing that a need was felt for the introduction of a
special Federal banking legislation. In contrast
to the banking laws of Belgium, Italy and U.S.A.
which brought about a more or Jess rigid sépara-
tion of the deposit from the financing business,
the Swiss banks have retained their structure of a
" mixed " banking system. The new law does in
no way attempt to bring about any structural
changes, and its sole object is the legal consolida-
tion of the principles of a sound banking policy
and organisation.

The most important — and novel — section
of the Swiss Bank Law is that dealing with the
compulsory revision of the bank's annual reports
by a trustee. Each banking institution is to have
its annual report examined by an independent
expert, trustee or auditor. Such an examination
is not the usual formal auditing of the balance
sheet figures, but its aim is to investigate into
the general soundness of the bank's position. If
it appears that there are any defects, or if the
bank shows the loss of at least half its share
capital, the auditor will have to allow the bank a
set term during which an adjustment has to take
place. If this term is not kept the auditor will
have to report to the Federal Banking Commis-
sion. The Banking Commission consists of five
members, elected by the Federal Council but in-
dependent of it. Whenever the auditor contends
that the creditors of a bank are no longer suflh
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