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wheels and two pinions. During his sojourn in Paris,
from 1776 to 1785, Franklin accompanied by Thomas
Jefferson visited, among others, the Swiss chronometer-
makers established in Paris, and whose renown had
reached America. In 1789, after having been elected
President of the United States, George Washington
went to New York to take the oath of office. On his
way, he was received everywhere with important
demonstrations of enthusiasm and gratitude. On this
occasion the population of Purysburg, in South
Carolina, which had been founded by Swiss immi-
grants, offered a magnificent gold repeating watch to
the President, as a testimony of veneration and grati-
tude. This watch had been made by Messrs. Cour-
voisier, Houriet & Co. of Le Locle, in Neucliâtel, and
the great chronometer-maker Jacques-Frederic Houriet,
a former rival of Ferdinand Bethoud and Abram-Louis
Breguet in Paris, had himself given it the last finishing
touches. For a long time, George Washington's fea-
tares were very popular in the Swiss watch-making
-world. Swiss manufacturers made alarm-watches
with the dial bearing the portrait of the first President
of the United States. These watches were made for
important American personalities. From the very
beginning of the post-Colonial period, namely from
1790 onwards, relations between Swiss watch-pro-
ducers and the United States grew ever closer, thanks
to the quality of their products and to the honesty of
watcli-dealers of Swiss origin established more par-
ticularly in Philadelphia, Boston, New York and New
Orleans. In the United States, the high quality watch,
of Swiss manufacture, has always been in favour among
leaders of industry and commerce. The highly techni-
cal perfection of Swiss watches has never ceased to be
appreciated by technical and scientific personalities of
the United States. Moreover, artistic creation of the
Swiss watch industry have always been highly
esteemed by eminent Americans. Ever since the rise
of the industry, rich and valuable watches, as price-
less as any jewel of great worth, have been worn and
appreciated by royalty and rulers of the State and
Church. During the past few years, the Swiss chrono-
meter has rendered invaluable services to the leaders
of American aviation and to explorers, such as Lind-
bergh, Hughes, Elsworth and Byrd, whose perform-
ances now form part of world-history.

For his many flights all over the world, where
exact time was important, Col. Lindbergh conceived a
special watch for aviators. The most expert techni-
clans of the Longines Watch .Co. of Geneva created
such a type of watch ; it contains many new features
and inventions most helpful for aviation and naviga-
tion.

Really old watches, manufactured laboriously by
experienced watch-makers two or three hundred years
ago and more, are to-day most valuable pieces for
collectors of watches and museums gathering scientific
and historical objects. Our secretary in Portland,
Oregon, Mr. Alfred Noyer, has in his possession such
an old masterpiece of a watch, an heirloom, which was
made in Switzerland some 300 years ago, and therefore
fore is of considerable value. The old watch not only
tells the time, day ,week, month, year, and the position
of the sun and moon — but it still runs on time, and
that is the primary function of any kind of timepiece
or watch.

• (JVoto tfee Yew. issae o/ " Tfte (Swiss-American.")

AN HISTORICAL FOOTBALL MATCH.

A subscriber feindit/ sent as t/te /oi/owinp eattinr/
/row tbe " Yews o/ the IFor/cZ," October 31st, wbicb
pnbtisbes tbe /ootbaZZ memories o/ Rtantei/ Matthews,
the /amoas /nterna-tionat. As a report it is somewhat
betated bat oar correspondent who we betiere 7i,aiZs

/rom Berne, t7iin7cs that it wiZZ wi.a7i;e ea?ce?7ent reading
/or oar /ootbaZZ" entba^iasts wit7i 'to7iic7i, we apree.

Before I finish my reminiscences of overseas trips,
I must mention a match between England and Switzer-
land in Zurich a year before the war.

Somehow Switzerland didn't strike us as being a
place which bred footballers. We had heard very little
of her Soccer ability and there seemed no reason to
suppose tlnit the mighty England eleven would find the
match more than a pleasant canter, with a nice win-
niug margin at the end of it.

The Hardsturm Stadium in Zurich looked a typical
English ground in mid-winter — sticky as treacle.
After much rain its surface had reached the state most
England teams prefer when playing on the Continent,
and to say that we were confident of beating the Swiss
on such a " home sweet home " pitch would be an un-
derstatement.

The local football fans told us we should romp
home by half a dozen goals, and as for my own op-
ponent — the Swiss left-back — well, " he would be
finished inside 20 minutes " And for why? Because
he was leader of a popular night-club dance band and
never ceased work until four or five in the morning.

" You are in for a picnic, Stan," smiled Alt'
Young, the Huddersfield half-back, when he found out
about this. Alf was able to smile for the first time in
several days, by the way.

Gnawing a piece of chicken at a banquet a few
days earlier he had lost a tooth, and while his dentures
were being repaired there had been no " tooth-paste
advertisement smiles " from Alf!

We lined up for the kick-off before a packed mass
of Swiss spectators yelling their heads off. But there
was no kick off.

Instead, an aeroplane flew low over the ground,
manoeuvred for position and the pilot dropped the ball
plum on to the centre spot The game had begun.

For a while it looked as if our expectations of an
easy win were to be realised, for the England attack
functioned beautifully. Gradually, however, it dawned
on me that Lehmann, the band leader full-back I was
facing, knew how to play other things than a trumpet.

The first time I took the ball down to him he came
in like quicksilver and swept it from my toe just as I
thought I had him safely left behind. That was a
shock, but there was more to come.

Fast as a young racehorse, and with the staying
power of a Marathon runner, lie ran me off my legs.
Out of breath, I said to Alf. Young : " Hey, when's
that four o'clock in the morning merchant going to get
tired?"

But Alf was having his own worries, too, and all
he could say was : " These blokes must have trained
themselves by running up and down the Alps for
months."

The Swiss took the lead with a very slick goal,
and the crowd went crazy with delight.
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cheering however, CliffWhile they were still
Bastin equalised from a penalty.

We gave everything we had after that, but the
Swiss defence, with Maestro Lehmann a,s the main-
spring, held us out without a great deal of trouble.

Lehmann by this time had my measure, and he
showed what lie thought of me by repeatedly deserting
my side of the field to help out his pals on the other
wing

Yet whenever the ball came out my way there was
Lehmann, sprightly as a cricket. His signature tune
that day must have been ," I'll Walk Beside You "

England had become more or less reconciled to the
fact that the best we could hope for now was a 1—1
draw, when suddenly Bert Sproston accidentally
handled the ball in the penalty area. The long-legged,
cycle-breeched German referee, Dr. Bauwens, promptly
gave a penalty and the home country scored from it, to
win.

When the whistle blew for " Time " the crowd
stormed on to the pitch, grabbed up the Swiss players
in their flaring red jerseys and carried them shoulder-
high in triumph.

It was a great day for Switzerland, and, frankly,
they deserved to beat us.

We were put completely out of gear by a side which
specialised in the first-time tackle and shoulder-charge
— " niceties " of the game which we had thought were
the prerogative of Britain

This football is a queer business, isn't it?
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SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.

The Society held its Monthly Meeting at Swiss
House on Saturday, December 11th.

About 70 members were present when the Chair-
man, Mr. J. J. Boos opened the proceedings. One
new member, Mr. C. Roth, was admitted and there
were no resignations.

The Chairman then gave the latest S.K.V. news.
He was pleased to report that Mr. Ph. Schmid-Ruedin,
General Secretary of the S.K.V., had been re-elected
to the National Council. The following National Conn-
cillors representing S.K.V. interests had also been
re-elected : Dr. Albert Maag-Socin, Zurich ; Fritz
Sclunidlin, Berne and Alfred Baumgartner, St. Gall
(President of the St. Gall Section).

The S.K.V., the Chairman announced with regret,
had lost one of its most ardent members through the
death of Mr. Henri Strahm. The deceased was an
Honorary Member of the association and one of the
leading members of the French-speaking Sections
(Union romande), who bestowed the Honorary Presi-
dency on him in April last when they celebrated their
25th anniversary.

Referring to recent issues of the " Kaufm.
Zentralblatt," the Chairman informed the meeting
that the Central Secretariat in Zurich had started a
collection amongst the S.K.V. Sections and firms in
Switzerland for the benefit of the Milan and London
Sections, both of them having had their buildings
destroyed or damaged. The Chairman pointed out that
whilst the London Section may not need support now,
the Society would gladly welcome any addition to its
funds which will be required to make suitable arrange-
ments for re-starting the College when hostilities
cease.

Finally Mr. Boos gave a brief account of the most
interesting talk delivered by Professor Keller to the
members of the City Swiss Club and their invited
guests, at their last Monthly Meeting. Owing to his
brief stay in London, Professor Keller will not be able
to address the S.M.S., but it is hoped that the mem-
bers of the S.M.S. will have an opportunity of hearing
him when next he comes to London.

This concluded the official part of the meeting,
which was followed by a film show.

Through the kind offices of Mr. Gottfried Keller,
the Society Avas able to sIioav four excellent talkies of
the Ministry of Information. The first, " Malta Con-
voy," vividly portrayed the epic struggle of the Navy
getting supplies to the heroic defenders of the George
Cross Island. Under the title " Listen to Britain,"
another film depicted the daily life of people in all
Avalks of life in war-time Britain. Yet a third film,
A.B.C.A. (Army Bureau of Current Affairs), gave an
insight into the intelligence training of the army, how
soldiers are educated in everything which goes to make
up modern warfare through lectures, debating circles,
etc. The fourth and last film of this series, " Workers'
Week End," gave a graphic account of Avorkers in an
aircraft factory spending their week-end not at leisure,
but assembling a giant bomber in record time.

The pièce de résistom-ce of the afternoon's enter-
tainment was a re-showing of the Red Cross film
" Flag of Mercy." This film was recently shown to the
Colony under the auspices of the N.S.H., as already re-
ported in these columns. However, as many of our


	An historical football match

