
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1962)

Heft: 1413

Artikel: First of August

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691661

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte
an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei
den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Siehe Rechtliche Hinweise.

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les

éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. Voir Informations légales.

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. See Legal notice.

Download PDF: 01.04.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691661
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=en


CIk Siülss Obsertxr
Founded in 1919 by Paul F. Boehringer.

The Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great Britain
/4dvwory Cownci"/: R. J. keller (Chairman), Gottfried keller (Vice-Chairman), dr. e. m. bircher, o. f. boehringer, j. eusebio, a. kunz, a. stauffer, g. e. suter.

EDITED BY MRS. MARIANN MEIER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Telephone: Clerkenwell 2321/2. Published Twice Monthly at 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2. Telegrams: Freprinco, London.

Vol. 48. No. 1413 FRIDAY, 27th JULY 1962

FIRST OF AUGUST

Near Grindelwald,
Switzerland

(S.N.T.O.)

In all parts of the globe the Swiss will gather on 1st

August to celebrate their National Day. In Switzerland,
the bonfires will be blazing from hilltops and mountain-
sides, and everywhere much will be said about freedom,
democracy and neutrality. I remember Max Huber's " Du
bist Eidgenosse ", in which he says that the natural urge
in man is for freedom. It is his wish — already manifest
in the child — to shape his own life. But such liberty,
which is centred purely in one's own self — if that can
be called freedom at all — ends in self-disgust. This kind
of freedom will knock against the desire for freedom of
others and friction and strife result. Real freedom is

only possible within a proper order and it is the duty of
the state to protect this order. Yet freedom which is only
rooted in the state is not only unsatisfactory but also
dangerous. Real freedom is only possible when man
submits to a higher will which dictates to him through his
conscience; in fact it is the freedom of the responsible
individual. His personal liberty is tied irrevocably with
the freedom of the state.

Our country's history is thronged with fights for free-
dom and tells of many great freedom-loving men. If we

pause today to think about our heritage, we must realize
how lucky we have been and we must acknowledge that
each of us has a part to play to keep this freedom alive.
Our task away from the homeland is different and not
always as clear-cut as that of the citizen at home. But
nevertheless ours is a duty, too — that of keeping the

good name of Switzerland clean. And when we gather on
First of August and join in thanksgiving to God for keeping
our country free, let us humbly pray for guidance that
we may see where our duty lies and recognise what we can
do to keep that freedom alive in these days of political
upheaval and strife. The true renascence of a nation
which is needed today more than ever is only possible
through the renewal of man's obligations in obedience to
the will of God.

Marian«.
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