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1966 THE YEAR OF "FIFTH SWITZERLAND"

LOOKING BACK

The year dedicated to the Swiss Abroad is drawing to
a close. On balance it has been a good year, and the Swiss
communities outside Switzerland have reason to be grate-
ful to the men and women on both sides of the frontier,
who have successfully brought to an end the Year of
" Fifth Switzerland The special Article for the Swiss
Abroad is safely included in the Federal Constitution, and
some noteworthy events have gone into the /Ins/and-
sc/zwe/zer chronicles. Regretfully, lack of space has not
allowed us to record all the fine speeches made at the
celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Organisation of
the Swiss Abroad in Basle in April, or of the Assembly
of the Su/Ys'e.v de /'Etranger in Berne, a detailed descrip-
tion of excellent exhibition at the Swiss National Museum
" Die Fünfte Schweiz im Wandel der Zeit " and the many
special efforts made to pave the way for the acceptance
of the Constitutional Article.

The Swiss community in London, too, has had its
special jubilee, when the Nouvelle Société Helvétique
celebrated its 50th Anniversary. On that evening, the
history of the London Group was related. Since then it
has come to our knowledge that some of the facts presented
were not quite correct. We feel we cannot do better than
put on record the true events of that time before the end
of the Year of " Fifth Switzerland ", and we publish below
an account by one of the founder members of the N.S.H.
and an architect of the Swiss Economic Council of today,
Mr. J. Zimmermann, Secretary of the Swiss Benevolent
Society.

/ /eel l/ial 7 can and ougdl lo pul die /acta o/ die so-called
" sludy group on economic gueslioris " and die pacta played dy die
N.5.77., die Cily Swiss Clud, and die Swiss Mercanllle Soc/ely in
Irue pecjpecdve, even // 7 can speak on/y /or die various move-
menta wil/i w/ilc/i / was pecsonady and acdve/y engaged al die
matana/ dme.

As a mem der o/ die C//y Swiss C/iiè since dime .7974, i.e.
e/g/il mondis a/ler my arriva/ in London /com 7la/y, w/iece / 7iad
spen/ die pcevions diree years, and as a memèer o/ die/c com-
mi'llee in 79/5, / wed rememèer die proposa/ saZwid/ed lo diem
èy die Swiss Meccand/e Soclely m dime o/ idal year Co /oiu
logelder lo study die ccea/i'on o/ a SW/SS C/dAMBET? OF COM-
METtCE /TV LONDON, eac/i socie/y lo appoinl l/iree commlllee
memèers Co /ocm lde sfndy comm/Ilee o/ six.

F/u's s/ndy comm/llee, wild /irsl Mr. Marce/ Fasc/iond and
dien die nndecs/gned as ddonorary Secrelary, sel lo work im-
med/alely; a/lec consn/ladons wild die dien Swiss Mi'n/sler, Dr.
Gaslon Car/in, a Memorandum selling on! one inlenlions was
siièmilled in Ang'iisl 7975, diroag/i die good offices o/ die Swiss
Legal/on, lo l/ie "Focorl" o/ l/ie Swiss Associallon o/ Com-
merce and /ndiislcy in Zuricd.

A progress reporl was snèmilled in 7976 èv die Secrelary
o/ l/ie London comm/llee and pr/nled èy l/ie Cily Swiss Cluè
/or d/slri'dal/ow lo memèers, s/iowing l/ial al a Genera/ Meel/ng
iie/d in Znric/i on 27l/i Tdecemèer 7975, l/ie de/egales o/ l/ie Swiss
C/iamèers o/ Commerce iiad disenssed onr Memorandum, pre-
vions/y dislriènled lo idem èy die " Fororl ", a/ong wil/i die wider
c/neslion o/ Swiss commercia/ represenlalion in London.

Nol on/y was die need o/ snc/i a represenlalion /«//y
recognised èy l/ie de/egales, ènl ils nrgency was proclaimed loo.
L/ie meeling did no! view wil/i /avonr die crealion o/ Swiss
C/iamèers o/ Commerce aèroad, ènl pronounced /or die crealion
o/ die posl o/ Commercial Allac/ie lo l/ie Swiss Legalion, al l/ie
same lime expressing l/ie opinion — s/iared on l/iis side loo —
l/ial lèe one did no! exclude die older. /I was indeed snggesled
èy die Znricli meeling dial l/ie sludy o/ die proèlem èe conlinaed

wild l/ie Swiss Minisler, respeclive/y wild l/ie new Commercial
Allac/ie' wdose appoinlmenl was lo èe /inally decided èy die
Federal Anldorilies.

For ide slalislical record, die join! S.M.S./C.S.C. COM/LE
D'ELt/DE BOOB LA CBEA770N D'ONE C77AMBBE DE
COMMEBCE SUISSE A LONDBES deld 26 meelings èelween
7nne 79/5 and Ocloèer 7976, exedanged 26 lellers wild Dr. Car/in,
22 lellers wild die " Fororl ", and over 50 lellers wild older
correspondenta. 7l mel again in 7977 lo lake slock o/ ide posilion
wdilsl slill wailing /or die appoinlmenl o/ ide Commercial Allacde,
and /inally in May 79/5 lo prepare ils /inal reporl lo ide Iwo
sponsoring socielies.

By iden, l/ie Commercial Allac/ie lo die Swiss Legalion in
London dad èeen appoinled in ide person o/ Monsieur F/enri
Marlin.

Ear/y in 7975, ide London Group o/ die 7V.S.TL dad /ell
idai l/ie lime dad come /or idem lo inslllule, wildin ideir Group,
a " Commission /or l/ie sludy o/ economical and commercial
i/uesl/oiis lo rank wild ideir older seclional aclivilies. 7/owever,
a/ler consullalions wild Monsieur Carlin and Monsieur Marlin,
diey dad come lo die conclusion l/ial ide " Commission " would
èeller answer ils purpose and de more easily recognised in Swiss
commercial circles in particular 1/ il were made guile /ree o/ any
organised sociely or groupmenl o/ socielies, in older words dial
decisions, wisdes and recommendalions o/ l/iis " Commission "
would èe more easily received i/ emanaling /rom an independenl
èody o/ dusiness men.

L/iis decision led, on 77l/i 7une 7975, lo l/ie crealion o/ l/ie
StF/SS COMM/SS/ON /IV LONDON FOB 7/7E SLODF OF
ECONOM7C AND COMMEBC/AL QUESTIONS, comprising
desides l/ie Commercial Allacde, Monsieur 7/enri Martin, Iwenly-
/ive memèers represenling all ide main drancdes o/ Swiss induslry
and commerce in London, wild Mr. Guslave Aguel, l/ie Managing
Direclor o/ Neslle's, as Presidenl, l/ie undersigned ôeing inviled
lo de ils Secrelary èy virtue o/ dis associalion wil/i l/ie original
" Comilé d'Elude ".

/ do noi propose lo deal dere wild die recorded aclivilies •—

very real, very wide, very e//eclive — o/ die Swiss Commission
during many years. Once l/ie economic silualion dad èeen
slaèilised èelween ide Iwo world wars, ide Commission decame
dormanl dul was reaclivaled in 7945 under l/ie impulse o/ die
lale Mr. Al/red Benou, in a memorad/e meeling deld al die
Brown's 77olel. Lde name was dien cdanged inlo "COCNC/L
FOB L77E SFCDF OF SW/SS FBOBLEMS" lo include cullural
and educalional çueslions as we/1 as lde economic and commercial
ones. Laler on lde name was cdanged once more inlo l/ie presenl
SHOSS ECONOM/C CO7/NC/L.

We are most grateful to Mr. Zimmermann for putting
right the facts about those early and important days.
Perhaps one day, the history of the Swiss community in
Great Britain will be written, and the more complete the
records are, the better.

The Year of " Fifth Switzerland " may be at an end.
Our work is only just beginning if we are to start a new
chapter in our history with the creation of a Swiss Centre
in London.

WELFARE OFFICE FOR SWISS GIRLS IN
GREAT BRITAIN

(For Information, Advice or Help)
II Belsize Grove, London N.W.3.

(Nearest Underground Station : Belsize Park)
Telephone: PRImrose 4260

RECEPTION HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment.
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