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NEWS FROM THE COLONY
MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE SWISS CONFEDERATION
TO SWISS PEOPLE
LIVING ABROAD,
FOR 1st AUGUST, 1972

Dear Compatriots,

7f « my great pleasure to convey
to you t/ie /test w/s/ies omZ greetings
o/ f/ie Fee/era/ Comic// on t/i/s, our
National Day.

Flu's year, t/ie annua/ meeting 0/
t/ie Swiss /I hroaii « taking place /or
t/ie 50f/z t/we, aim/ /or t/i/s reason t/ie
(wnmùîKW 0/ f/ie New Helvetic Soci-
ety Tias cmZeav'oiirer/ to give t/ie gatIter-
Zng a particularly /est/ve a/r. /t « a/.vo
certa/n/y not Z>y c/iance t/iat Berne Tias
6een c/iosen as f/ie meeting place. /
Ziope t/iat many Swim citizens, men
and women living abroad, wi// Z>e a/i/e
to take part in t/ie congress, w/n'c/i
wi/Z de accompanied dy numerous cu/-
fura/, musical, /o/Zi/or/stic, military,
and sporting events. F/ie sud/ect 0/ t/ie
discussions wdic/i wi/Z de Zze/d at t/ie
meeting is 'T/ie po/ifi'ca/ rig/its amd
od/igations 0/ t/ie Swiss adroad"; and
t/ie opinions 0/ tZie peop/e attending
f/ie congress wi/Z de 0/ great va/ue to
t/ie Federal Goverin/nent.

/4s tZie Federal Government
pointed out in its second report to
par/iament on po/icy guide Zines /or
tZie Z97Z to 7975 legislative period, tZie
Swiss peop/e /ace severaZ very impor-
taint decisions at tZie da/Zot dox. 7/
wou/d de going info too mucZi detaiZ
to /ist tZiem a/Z Ziere. But 7 sZiou/d Z/'Zce

to pick out a /ew wZu'cZi cou/d a/so de
0/ importance /or you. FZu's year, in
/act, tZie Swiss peop/e wi// de ca/Zed

upon to vote on a popu/ar initiative
/or increased arms' contro/s ,and a da/;
on arms exports. FZiere wi/Z a/so de
a da/Zot on a new constifufionaZ dasis
to provide /or tZie aged. Moreover, tZie
Swiss peop/e wi/Z Ziave to express
tZzemse/ves, towards tZie end 0/ /Zzis

year, on an agreement to regu/afe our

re/ations wit/i tZie European Economic
Community; and at a Zafer daZe, iZie

question 0/ Switzerland's entry info tZie

United ZVations Organisation is to de

put de/ore tZie e/ectorate.
/4s you can see, participation

demands a great deaZ 0/ po/iticaZ
awareness, AnowZedge and e//ort /rom
our men and women. FZze importance
0/ in/orming t/ie Swiss adroad, wZio

mig/if a/so de ad/e to exercise iZiese

po/iticaZ rig/zfs in f/ie not too distant
/ufure, is tZiere/ore not to de under-
estimated. 7n consequence, FederaZ
/4utZ;orities, in co/Zadorafion wif/i f/ie
Commission /or Swiss /4droad, Ziave

adopted new metZiods 0/ in/ormation.
More fZian Z;aZ/ 0/ a/Z t/ie Swiss adroad
today are reacZied dy a new/y con-
ceived, periodic in/ormation sZieet
wZu'cZi te/Zs fZzem 0/ tZie most important
Ziappenings at dome and in f/ie Swiss
communities adroad. FZie Con/edera-
fion is sparing neif/ier time nor e//ort
—nor expense—to Aeep in regu/ar
contact wif/i Swiss in /oreign Zands
and to maintain tZieir interest in t/ieir
Ziome country. 7n addition, tZie Swiss
SZiorfwave Service, wZu'cZi droadcasts
daily to t/ie wZio/e wor/d adout events
in Switzerland, Zias a/so produced a
new and more compre/iensive means
0/ in/or/nafion. 7n co-operation wifZi
tZie Secretariat /or Swiss /4droad, /ree
tape copies are Seing made avai/adZe,
eacZi mont/i, to Swiss associations and
o//icia/ representatives adroad 0/
"Bound Tad/e Discussions", specia/Zy
produced /or tin's audience, and deaZ-
ing wifZi Switzerland's current prod-
Zerns. 7n t/u's manner, it is a/so doped
to strengthen /urfder tde ZinAs detween
Swiss citizens adroad and fdeir dome
Zand.

7 taAe tdis opportunity to wisd
you and your /ami/ies dea/td and dap-
piness /or tde /ufure, and 7 fdanA you
/or tde ZoyaZty you continue to sdow
to our country.

Nello Celio
President of the Confederation

LONDON SWISS

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

The Annual General Meeting of
this Society took place on Friday, 26th
May, 1972 at their headquarters in
Swiss House, Fitzroy Square, W.l.
Due no doubt to the fact that this was
the beginning of the traditional Spring
Bank Holiday weekend the attendance
proved to be rather disappointing.
Nevertheless, the Society's President,
Mr. W. Burren, extended a hearty
welcome to all present and brought
greetings and apologies for unavoid-
able absence from the Hon. Secretary,
Miss Grunberg, and the Hon. Treas-
urer, Mr. M. Rothlisberger. Mr. Burren
then proceeded to read his report on
the activities of the Society during the
past year, which in fact covered 15

months to the end of March 1972. He
particularly referred to the two Annual
Dinners at the Dorchester Hotel which
took place during this period both of
which had been a great success both
socially and financially.

In the absence of the Hon. Treas-
urer, Mr. Burren presented the
accounts which showed a satisfactory
surplus. He pointed out, however, that
comparison with previous years was
difficult because the Society benefitted
from two raffles at the annual dinners
as well as an extra auction. It was
gratifying to note that due to a sub-
stantial increase in the sale of stamps
through the Exchange club packets the
resulting commission also showed a
welcome increase over previous years
and Mr. Burren took the opportunity
of thanking Mrs. Paschoud for the
great amount of work she has done
during the period under review. Both
the President's report and the accounts
were duly adopted.

There followed the usual election
of President and Committee and Mr.
O. Grob kindly offered to act as Chair-
man pro tern. He first expressed his
and the members' thanks to the out-
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