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A colour film about «Cibalan» dyes

Illustrations taken from the film « Cibalan» by Ciba Co. Ltd.

« Cibalan » dyes, which were put on the market by Ciba
Co. Ltd. in August 1952, are metallic compounds used for
dyeing in neutral or slightly acid baths. With wool,
natural silk and the polyamides, they give colours that
are remarkably light- and wash-resistant. By inventing
these products, the scientific department of Ciba has
made a contribution of considerable importance to the
fast dyeing of wool. Owing to the entirely new chemical
constitution of Cibalan dyestuffs and its practical

consequences, it was decided to make a documentary

Mr. H. B. Stricker, one of the directors of the film.

film to initiate the specialists concerned in the use of
these products. This is how Ciba came to make its first
sound film in colour.

This film, which is of extreme interest to all connected
with the textile industry, was made by N. Bigler and

H. B. Stricker, at the instigation of the Director,

F. Brichet. All the sequences were filmed in the labora-
tories of Ciba and in the factories of its Swiss clients who
very kindly put their workshops at the disposal of the
film unit. )

The main purpose of this film was to show the most
recent progress achieved in the field of scientific research
and its practical application as well as the checking
methods and the instruments used. The Cibalan film was
made at a time when intensive research, particularly with
regard to the practical application of these dyes, was still
being carried out. This fact contributed to the success of
the film, as the new ideas inspired by the direction taken
by the research were particularly well suited to filming.
The film begins with a general introduction and goes on
to show the results obtained by Ciba in the field of
metallic compounds, represented by Neolan dyes and, more
recently, Cibalan dyes. Contrary to what occurs in the
case of Neolan dyes, which can be considered chemically
as 1:1 compounds, there are, in the Cibalan molecule,
two azo components connected by a complex chemical
relation to a metallic atom, hence the designation 1:2
compounds given to Cibalan dyes. They differ from Neolan
dyes, which owe their solubility to the sulpho groups in

Mr. N. Bigler, one of the directors of the film.




Dyeometer for measuring the time required by the
textiles to absorb the dye in the bath.

their molecule, in the fact that their solubility is due to
other groups, which gives them other colouring characte-
ristics.

The checking methods are then very clearly demons-
trated, as well as the various apparatuses made in the
laboratories of certain technical schools and dyestuffs
factories. These methods make it possible to follow and
analyse with the greatest precision the various stages of

. the Cibalan dyeing process.

Ring-spinning machine.
Cibalan dyed wool is particularly easy to spin.

A part of the film is devoted to the fastness of Cibalan
dyes. Some interesting shots showing the practical
application of these dyes give a very good idea of their
development and the particular problems affecting their
use.

In the making of this film, Ciba voluntarily restricted
itself to the technical and scientific fields. It has thus
been possible to give users of Cibalan dyes a better idea of
the composition of these products and to help them make
more efficient use of them. The film has been made in
English, French, German and Spanish versions, which
Ciba graciously places at the disposal of trade circles and
schools for instructional purposes.

Apparatﬁs for the dyeing of cross bobbins.

Laboratory dyeing apparatus.
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