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The march of Spring

The Bally Shoe Factory at Schönenwerd recently presented its new spring

summer models. As it is impossible to comment here on the whole of this collection

of footwear, we shall content ourselves with calling attention to several outstanding
features.

This season's collection contains a number of surprises, which will soon be

all the rage. Never before have shoes been so brightly coloured and so specifically

designed to go with the fabrics. New effects, such as absinth on navy blue, and

combination of the same or contrasting shades are particularly smart. The « 0 » line is

marvellously suited to this year's silhouette. It gives a soft natural type of shoe,

perfectly in keeping with couture's return to the natural silhouette. Its main
characteristics arc slender lines, the oval toe, great elegance and yet the comfort of a normal

fit. We should like to call attention to a sensational technical innovation which

considerably reduces the weight of the shoe and at the same time gives it a daintier
look. This novelty is the Ponte (ibrcglass and plastic arch made all in one piece and

replacing the usual design. Shoes fitted with this arch are lighter, steadier and keep

their shape better. Heels, which vary between 1 and 3 are even daintier

and more slender, while at the same time strong, well balanced and perfectly in

proportion with the general line. Smooth leathers predominate. The fashion favours

the finest kids and aniline dyed hides. Pumps are all the rage ; lovely springlike

ornaments provide infinite variety. Straps, thongs, straps of asymmetric shape»

large bows, laces plaited into the uppers, buckles and bows, fine lacings, all create

new effects. The little walking shoes with 1 heels, which are so practical, exist

in a variety of shapes and styles. The famous « Miss » pumps for teenagers for dressy

occasions are charmingly decorated.

For summer wear there will be light, woven pumps as well as court shoes m

genuine St. Gall embroidery, in shantung dyed in all the latest fashionable shades,

and lovely creations in amusingly printed fabrics, which will form a striking contrast

to the plain coloured dresses.

Sandals, many of which leave the licel completely free, have 2 to 2 %'
heels, while most of the « Miss » models have heels averaging about 2

In men's shoes, the fashion is evolving more slowly. The masculine version
the « 0 » line, slender, narrowing to the oval toe, presents a silhouette dipping i'1

front. It recalls the Paris of Toulouse-Lautrec or the London of Oscar Wilde and

the Gay Nineties. A second style is particularly suited to mocassins and Granados-

It lias a dashing air of elegance and distinction and an absolutely new shape. Tke

decoration of men's shoes is also much less elaborate. The line of the classic mode*11

shoe also dips towards the front with a marked instep.
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